Class: FHS 1500 Sp 15
Name: Becca Alley	
Assignment: Observation 1
Background Information: 
Child’s Age: close to 2 years
Fictitious Name: “Charlie”
Location: Child Care Facility 
Brief Description:  Four segments of videos following Charlie around a “day care”. Charlie is experimenting with toys outdoors and indoors. He interacts with other kids who are similar in age as well as mingles with the care givers. 

Physical Development: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Charlie seemed to be physically normal for his age range. He is about the same height as the other children. He has also developed the same basic motor skills, such as independent walking (clip 1, 1:36), as described in the textbook (Berger, 2014, 103).  By the looks of it, Charlie might be slightly under the “normative” percentile in other areas such as his balance. He stumbles quite often when running or climbing or jumping over objects (clip 1, 5:21). His fine motor skills have not fully developed yet, as he moves objects with the palm of his hands not the finger tips (clip 1,:40). He hardly speaks throughout the four clips, whereas the other children are throwing out more words and sounds (clip 1, 0:50).  As mentioned in the text, Sensation has a big significance in Charlie’s daily activities. (Berger, 2014, 101)  Almost every time he picks up an object he tastes it first and then continually moves it around with his hands (clip 1, 0:36). This has to do with his facing of the Oral stage according to Freud (Berger, 2014, 150).

Cognitive Development 
Charlie’s prefrontal cortex is considerably developed compared to his peer playmates. The others are very emotionally upset at times and it doesn’t seem to affect Charlie. He goes about his own business. When playing with the race track slide the other kid becomes frustrated and lets Charlie know by squealing at him and pushing him away (clip 3, 5:21). Instead of reacting in the same way Charlie simple moves on to another activity (clip 3, 6:25). He also continually bumps into children on the slide but doesn’t become upset by it (clip 2, 3:52).  It is obvious that Charlie’s prefrontal cortex is taking care of his impulse control and anticipating (Berger, 2014, pg. 94). Charlie continually had interaction with the other kids in that he would chase them and follow their lead. He tried to jump off a log (clip 1, 9:29) as well as pull toys off of a shelf (clip 4, 0:25)  just like other children had done. He is processing information from each of the situations and because no negative affect occurred out of either he thought it could be considered amusing for himself (Berger, 2014, pg. 119). Piaget realized that at a very young age these infants are active in their learning. They seek to comprehend the observations and experiences around them. “Sensorimotor intelligence develops in six stages, beginning with reflex and ending with mental combinations”. (Berger, 2014, pg. 128). It is obvious that Charlie is running through these stages. 
Toddler memory is short term but very present. Charlie experiments different ways to climb the stairs and ride the slide. He tries going up the stairs backwards (clip 3, 1:30), walking up the slide (Clip 3, 1:30), and walking down the stairs straddling the slide and the stairs (Clip 3, 4:36)  ). If we look at the information-processing theory, it helps us understand the step by step thinking process Charlie might be going through (Berger, 2014, pg. 118). From every input there comes an output, and Charlie soon remembers which form is the safest and easiest way.  His young brain connects with his surrounds and he is able to adapt and interact better each day without having to continually process from scratch. He is the basis of what makes humans function. What he is learning at this point he will apply to the rest of his life. With the intelligence he has he is learning to walk up the stairs, which he will use for a life time.  Charlie in all his different forms of exploration used trial and error, even if he observed another child and learned from him. 
Social/Emotional Development 
	At the beginning of the clips Charlie kept to playing by himself. Continually throughout the clips he did not draw needed attention from the caregivers or other playmates. It demonstrates to me that he has little to no Separation anxiety, as he is continually busy with his own schedule (Berger, 2014, pg. 132). He begins to play at the water tub with other kids but has no interaction with them (Clip 1, 3:40). The first connection between him and another is at the playground when he chases another kid (Clip 1, 7:12)). Charlie doesn’t seem too enthralled with the activities of his classmates. His attention span runs from toy to toy, although he ends up at the slide the longest (Clip 2, 1:00) He then begins to imitate and communicate more frequently there than at any other given time. 
Charlie has an element of social learning, in that he is learning from those around him (Berger, 2014, pg. 151). When another child gets excited he follows along. It is common to see the toddlers alongside Charlie having similar behavior and doing similar things. They seem to “Copycat” from one another. This can also be termed as social referencing, where Charlie begins to look at other kids’ body language and facial expressions to detect whether or not he wants to engage himself (Berger, 2014, pg. 151). Just like when Charlie waves his arms in excitement similar to the reaction of another child (clip 4, 2:24). Charlie is becoming more “self-aware as emotions emerge that encouragers an interface between the self and others” (Berger, 2014, pg. 162). With more time in the day care Charlie becomes more social and responsive. Towards the end he is interacting with multiple playmates for an extended period of time. (Clip 4) 
I would classify Charlie in the Easy (40 percentile) in the NYLS scale, for being “generally happy and responding well to change and novelty” (Berger, 2014, pg. 138). His adjustment to his peers is smooth, as it matches his temperate.  Which also suggests he has effortful control, in that he can regulate his emotion and attention. (Berger, 2014, pg. 138). 
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Video Links 
· Clip 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NKJE2aJvu4  
· Clip 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pl3_4D6c8Io 
· Clip 3: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7nQxWCn_dBg 
· Clip 4: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dI8TY5kTZrw 



	


