Rhetorical Rationale
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Growing up I have followed a long line of writers, unfortunately it has never come easily to me. Many of my family members have kept journals and many relatives have started up their own blogs. Although I have always admired their ability my interest is rather a show than tell. However since it is a core course and is needed for literally everything under the sun I have recently tried to approach writing differently. 
My main objective when I begin writing is to make what I put on paper interesting. If I don’t want to even reread what I write the chances of catching someone else’s interest level is slim to nothing.  Therefore I try to include in my writing what I like to read in others. I include as much voice as possible and use approaches that are unique and different. Scenery and symbolism make any piece of writing more interesting and I do my best to include both.  Appealing to the five senses makes writing become more realistic and increases the reliability. Metaphors and similes are a must because they draw in familiar objects or ideas.  I enjoy reading pieces that place me in the story and essentially leave me wanting to know more. 
Writing is a process of discovery and I don’t always produce my best stuff when I first get started. It takes revision after revision to look critically at what I have written to decide if every word is really worth saying, and if I will get my audience to understand my purpose. Over the years I have worked on that alone, getting my point across. The thesis of a paper is the most important part and I find myself never completely satisfied with it. Helpful questions I have asked myself in the past include; “Do I still agree with my final thesis? Does it generalize instead of taking a specific position? Does it state clearly what I intend it to? Is it clear to my audience?”  Through the years I’ve worked on and improved creating my thesis statement as my central argument or claim of my paper. I also know that the first paragraph is the one of the most important of all because it is the first impression and maybe the last you will have on your reader. You have to catch and keep them long enough to share your “So what” of your paper. 
Improving on knowing who my audience is also been a major part of my writing experience. Every single paper is different, and I’ve learned that my English teacher is not my audience but rather a mentor. I never realized how important it is to have a specific audience in mind rather than just anyone in general.   The struggle is finding the right voice for the right audience. Sometimes I am left to sacrifice specific details in order to explain what is really important, along with changing my personal voice to fit what my audience would prefer. 
The hardest area of writing for me is paying attention to correct punctuation, especially the use of commas and periods.  Over the years I have learned many tips to writing correctly but in my mind there always seems to be an exception to a rule. However it is important to structure as accurately as possible because the way you say something can change the meaning the sentence completely.  The best way I have learned to avoid as little mistakes as possible is by first trying not to edit as I create my first draft.  Creating and editing are two separate processes which I often forget, and spend most my time on just on sentence and in the meantime forget the rest of my thought process. Sometimes I discover that I just can’t get across what I’m trying to say and that is when I bring outside help in. My family becomes my first revision team followed by peers than usually the instructor.  That way I get input from various perspectives and I don’t tear myself down as much. It also helps to get various vocabularies in my work so I don’t sound redundant. 
Writing is a constant work and progress and never reaches perfection. Although I’m not necessarily always improving there is the opportunity to do something differently. That being said it is one thing I’ve learned to love about writing; you can create and destroy anything you want. It becomes satisfying to know that you’ve accomplished something no one else has ever before. 
