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Process:

Through out the course of English1010 many assignments have proven to be beneficial to me. They have widened my perspective, making me critic myself and others work, along with expanding on all the traits of writing as a whole. The Changing perspective assignment was a fun and unique way to look at and describe a visual aid such as a landscaped picture from opposite views. Thinking it was beautiful right from the start it forced me double take and think about the possible flaws, which I normally wouldn’t do. Being a movie critic on a different assignment was interesting and definitely a challenge. Always being a movie lover it was hard to not just sit back and enjoy a movie but rather have to pin point specific things I did not like. For the assignment I compared Poseidon and Titanic in one movie review. The assignment relied solely on my opinion which had to be reliable and convincing. Another beneficial assignment during this course was the essay response paper. Taking an assigned essay, Separate is Better by Susan Estrich, I had to analyze specific points she outlined and decide whether or not they backed her thesis statement. After Completion this assignment I realized that my opinion changed after several readings of the article. It also pursed me to write creatively, trying to convince my own personal audience why I and the author was right. 

 I understand simple writing and thus, I tend to write in simple and conventional ways. It is easier for me to write my ideas and opinions on the essay I am responding to and then transfer them to my computer instead of attempting to respond to an empty, large, white paper. Once I have completely my response on the computer, I print it and then edit directly on the printed essay. That way, I can scratch out, add to, or rearrange and still be able to see my original response. I also benefit from having someone else read and edit my essay. I benefit from this because they will most likely catch grammatic and spelling errors that my trained eyes have skipped over when reading for the third time. My writing profits from the feedback I receive from people. 


While writing my response the biggest problem I faced was creating a catchy opening paragraph. I wanted a first paragraph that would capture my reader and hold them captive until the very last word. I knew exactly what I wanted to say about sexism and the educational system but I had no idea how to start and still remain (politically correct(. As the essay I was responding to was focused on girls going to school, I easily connected and agreed with it, yet I did not want to seem bias myself, particularly in the first paragraph. Once I was able to complete and like my opening paragraph, the following paragraphs seemed to easily flow from my head to the computer. 

The biggest weakness in my paper is I do not feel that my paper adequately reflects my opinion of the essay. I had so many different things I wanted to say that unifying them and writing them so they would make sense was difficult. In the end, I had to choose just a few points that I wanted to make in order to keep my reader from drowning in my sea of unorganized opinions. My strength is that I do not get caught up in the (moment( of the essay. The author presents an argument that focuses on the present, but I was able to see how her argument lacked understanding of the future. I realized that I can(t just live in the present; I have to consider the future. 
Throughout writing my response I learned many different things about myself as a writer. My first draft of my response contained many weak verbs such as is, are, was and were. My initial reaction to these over used words was frustration. However, as I began to re-work my sentences I lost the verbosity that I was fighting against. As a writer, I learned that the draft and revision process is in fact is extremely useful and beneficial to my response. 

Subject-Related:

Originally, I agreed with some of the author(s essay. She mentioned being discriminated against by one of her teachers based on her gender and I, having had a similar experience, felt the same emotion that the author describes as the result of sexism. However, as I began to dismember the author’s opinion, I became annoyed with the author(s lack of reality and the future. Her argument of the present I agreed with her. Her solution for the future I did not.   

Before I wrote this paper, I disagreed mainly on what the author was saying. Had I not been required to take a second look at her argument, I would not have discovered that I did in fact agree with much of her opinion. At first I thought sexism was simply men being egotistically and afraid of the potential power women could hold if given the chance. Now, I have learned that sexism can be directed towards both men and women.
I still feel that women are discriminated against in the educational system but to demand superficial corrections would cause greater harm to the equality of women. Therefore the more beneficial solution would be to have separate schooling. 
Rhetoric-Related Questions:

For my audience I imagined concerned parents of female students. The parents concerned that their daughters were being discriminated against in the classroom would do anything to create limitless possibilities for their daughters(. I also considered the current and future students who are investigating in which education will not only help them academically grow the most, but in other areas as well.
After reading my response, I want my readers to come away with an accurate and clear understanding of sexism and the social consequences it can create. I want them to see both sides of the fight and decide for themselves, based of the information I have presented, what their stand shall be. I acknowledge the points the author made but I present the opposing argument as well. My readers will hopefully come away with a clear understanding of both sides of one opinion.

The most important thing I wanted my response to be was easy to read and interesting. I chose a simple, easy to understand vocabulary but avoided the same words twice in order to avoid redundancy. I wrote with emotion but did not get sentimental with my audience. 

In writing this response, I risked offending the opposite gender. I risked presenting my self as sexist against them, when in fact I’m far from it. However despite these risks I took stance I agreed more with anyways. As a society we shouldn’t force ourselves to fit in, we should stand for what we believe and support unique and diverse opinions and ideas. After all, that is the American dream.

