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Lesson Plan 
Lesson Plan Title: Everyone is important- Social Studies
Core Standard/Objective: 
	Health Education Standard 1: (culture): Students will recognize and describe how individuals and families are both different and similar.
	Health Education Objective 1: Identify how individuals are different and similar.  
Intended Learning Outcomes:  Demonstrate responsible emotional and cognitive behaviors. 
Primary purpose of the lesson: This activity focuses on being an individual and reminds children that it is okay to be different.
Length of Time:  30-45 Minutes
Age Group: 3-5-years old
Developmental Skills: 
· Fine Motor: Holding a crayon with thumb and fingers on opposite sides of the crayon. Using the non-dominant hand to assist and stabilize objects. Coloring inside the line and coloring the entire picture. Outlining their dotted name. Using their preferred hand for most activities. Independently attempting to draw a range of pictures. 
· Gross Motor: Standing, sitting, balancing, and picking up objects, exchanging object between hands. 
· Listening, speaking, and understanding: Introducing new vocabulary words and helping students to grasp word meaning. Opportunities are given for communication and language as tools for thinking and learning.  Each child has an opportunity to talk and repeat things aloud.
· Book Reading and Motivation: Read-out loud books, reading with expression and asking follow up questions, children exercise concentration and attention skills, magical thinking, memory, reasoning, and logic of thought. 
· Social Development: Work on developing social interactions with teacher and peers, prosocial behavior, and recognition of self in relation to others. Strengthening the concept of self-regulation, making friends and engaging in social-play. 
· Emotional Development:  Beginning to develop a conscience, emotional-regulation, predictability, acceptance, and responsiveness. 
Materials Needed: 
1. The black crayon flannel board story (attached) 
2. Hooway for Wodney Wat Author-Helen Lester, Illustrator-Lynn Munsinger 
3. One crayon box for each student (With only one black crayon in each box, all other crayons can be elastic together for future distribution)
4. Paper (two sheets for each student)
	Step by Step Procedure: 
1. Introduce the class to the lesson.
2. Place empty crayon boxes on the tables with only the black crayons left for the children to draw with. 
3. Have the children color in a picture with only the black crayon. 
4. Talk about how our world would be if we only had a black crayon. How would our world be if we all looked the same?
5. Invite the children to come and sit down in a group on the floor. Read “The Black Crayon Story” 
6. Talk about how each crayon is important even though they look different.  Apply the same concept to the students of the class.  How we are all different but equally important. 
7. Invite the children to return to their seats and have them draw a second picture with all of the colors of crayons. 
8. Pick 1-2 drawings randomly and show the compare and contrast between the black and white photo and the color photo. Point out all the differences and how it makes it easier to tell what something is when we use the right color.
9. Read the story of Hooway for Wodney Wat, talk about how Wodney is important to the classroom in the story. 
10. [bookmark: _GoBack]Talk about the differences in the class.  Example; “stand up if you like soccer, stand up if have brown hair”, “You see, we all have differences but we are equally as important. We are a classroom the cares about each other”.
11. Close




Developmentally Appropriate Practice (Carol Copple and Sue Bredekamp): 
· Teachers strive to create a sense community using words such as “our class”, “we”, “all of us”.
· Teachers create a classroom that reflects that diversity of the community and society and involves every child’s home culture and language in the shared culture of the group. 
· Teachers recognize the importance of both child-guided and adult-guided learning experiences.
· Teachers promote children’s learning and development by scaffolding; that is, they provide assistant and/or add supports to enable each child to master a challenge beyond his current level while gradually reducing their support to more independence.
Copple, C., & S. Bredekamp, eds. 2009. Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs Serving Children from Birth Through Age 8. 3rd ed. Washington, DC: NAEYC.
Adaptions and Considerations: 
· Try to allow the children to make as many choices on their own as possible. However, do not give a choice that is not an option.
· Accept alternative ways to communicate.  Not all children are verbal, read mannerisms and non-verbal communications (gestures, noises, and facial expressions) as answers to questions.
· Switch up space by moving the children from a nosey group space to an individual desk space. These breaks can often allow a child to regroup if the stimulation of a group becomes too intense. 
· The materials that are available should meet the needs of children with a range of developmental skills. Some may need larger crayons or large markers to draw with instead of crayons. 
· REPEAT and PRACTICE. It’s the best way for the children to understand the lesson.  While individuals work is progressing walk around the room to formatively evaluate if anyone needs individualized help.
· Make sure there are clear paths between each activity for children that have difficulty moving from one spot to the next.
· Allow children who move slowly the opportunity to go to an area first and leave first in order to minimize collisions. 
· Tape drawing paper to table if more stability is needed.
Closure: 
Re-emphasize that each student has similarities and differences to each other. Reiterate that just because differences exist, it doesn’t mean they are bad.  Tie the lesson back to Wodney the Wat and the Black crayon and how we need to embrace each classmate for who they are. Each individual in the classroom is important. Explain that to help them remember the importance of each person, you are going to hang up their artwork in the room (color side by side black and white). 
*This lesson is a great way to Segway into talking about different cultures and ethnicities. You could also transition into discussing inclusion with disabilities or preventing bullying.  


The Black Crayon Story
“Oh no, they’re gone again!” cried the black crayon as he looked around the box. The crayon box was empty except for the black crayon. This happened a lot, and he didn’t like it, not one bit. In fact, it made him a little sad. 
He rolled out of the box and saw a girl holding the red crayon, the yellow crayon, and the green crayon. She was making the trunk of a tree with the brown crayon. 
“Why don’t you ever use me?” he asked her. 
She looked at him and said, “Because I don’t know what to draw with you.” 
The black crayon thought for a minute then said, “Oh, but there are so many things to draw with me. You could draw a zebra, a tiger, or even a spider.”
 “Why, that’s a great idea!” replied the girl. “I could draw a tiger hiding behind this tree getting ready to jump out at a zebra. You are right; I would not be able to draw a tiger or a zebra without you! Oh, I am so excited; this will be a wonderful picture.” 
The girl finished her tree and then drew a tiger with orange and black stripes hiding behind it. Next, she made a black and white zebra eating grass nearby. When the girl was finished she hung her beautiful picture up for everyone to see. She was so excited about her picture that she just had to tell the black crayon thank you for his wonderful idea.
 “I can see that you are very useful and an important color. I will remember to always take you out of the box with the other crayons when I draw,” said the girl to the black crayon. 
“Maybe tomorrow we could draw going on an insect hunt at the park,” exclaimed the black crayon. 
• Can you think of any insects that you would have to draw with a black crayon? 
• What else can we draw with a black crayon? 
• How are we like the black crayon?
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