OPTION C: SWITCHING ROLES
 To get a sense of the significance of gender roles, please respond to the following question.  Would you be a similar person if you were the other gender?  Would your plans be different?  What about your activities, feelings, and goals?  (If you run out of ideas to fill the page, try this.  What kind (style) of clothes would you wear if you were the other gender?  Why is it acceptable for females to act masculine, but not for males to act feminine?
	
As we discussed in class gender and sex are defined differently even though they may often be interchangeable in conversations.  The textbook defines Sex as “the biological aspect of being male or female” whereas Gender refers to “everything else” such as the pressures/expectations society places on an individual (Strong & Cohen, 2014, P. 110).  That being said if I were to be the opposite sex, I would obviously be different. However, when it comes to gender the issue becomes more multidimensional and debatable. Our Culture, history, education, etc. play a role in how we define ourselves and others. For example I have heard “Don’t cry like a girl” or “boys don’t cry in sports”. Although Gender “roles” have evolved immensely over generations it is evident that what is considered acceptable places limitations.  “Gender is important on both a micro—that is, personal and interpersonal—and macro—societal—level” (Strong & Cohen, 2014, p. 111).  
	All growing up I considered myself a “tomboy”. I didn’t care about how I looked as most of the girls had to wear a pink bow. I especially didn’t get into “crushes”, where the talk was always about who you “liked”. I liked defining myself as tom boy because it meant getting away with more sports.  That being said if I were to be male, I’d have an easy time being more of a masculine male as opposed to a feminine one. I base that highly off my competitive/rough side. I was raised with the impression that I could be just as good as any guy at anything, it drove me to stay clear of the attitude that because I was female I was less incapable of accomplishing something. I never once got the impression that I shouldn’t play rough or that what I was doing wasn’t girly.  On the opposing view if I was a boy I would not have been encouraged to go out for dance.  My range of activities would have been guided in a certain direction.  I would play different roles with regards to religion, as well as exercising those patriarchal authorities. I would initiate dating and take on a hefty responsibility for providing for the family. I would likely involve myself in a more serious career and long termed education.  I doubt my interests would have changed. A significant difference would depend on my friends. My goals would remain the same; I would still want to travel the world, own my own car and house, have a successful marriage and prospering family.  In the sense of feelings, I don’t consider myself to be emotional nor dramatic which would transfer well into an expected male characteristic.  
	In just two paragraphs I have done exactly what classifies as a “hegemonic model of gender”. The points I covered, I emerged into one category or another based on the majorities’ views as what is accepted as feminine or masculine. “These hegemonic models of gender are then held up as the standards for all women and men to emulate” (Strong & Cohen, 2014, p. 112). These scales are constantly being challenged by cultural dominance and are not same globally. If I were to be a male, my gender roles would change. I would find myself doing more of the frequent male things. In my family, it would switch from laundry to yard tools. Just like the textbook warns us to avoid gender based stereo types, I often find myself joking about how opposite boys are from girls, as if different breeds of human.  That being said to reach our fullest potential it requires the best of both worlds. We should have a lot in common together and not strive to point out the differences. The book quotes Hyde (2005) when it says that “as humans, we are significantly more alike biologically and psychologically than we are different” (Strong & Cohen, 2014, p. 117). “Doing gender” as the book discusses is a good thing, it sets us apart and gives variety. However, we need to strive to avoid placing too high of expectations for what defines gender. If we remain oblivious we will continue to see serious criticism, rejection, and ridicule (Strong & Cohen, 2014, p. 117).
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